
 

 

COLLECT FOR TODAY 
Almighty God, You show to those who are in error the light of Your truth, 

that they may return to the way of righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christôs religion, that they may reject those things 

that are contrary to their profession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to the 
same; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with You, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   

Connect with the Ascension Family 
 
                                                                                                                                
 
 

13 Francis Thomas Drive S(359339)          
T(65) 6283 3988 F: (65) 6283 3220 
 
Email: admin@ascension.org.sg 
Website: www.ascension.org.sg 

5 Mar 2023 
Lent 2 
 
 
8am & 10:30am 
 
Preacher: Esther Wong 
 
Sermon: ñThe Beauty of Brokennessò 
 
Bible Reading: Isa 61:1-4; Mk 4:3-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING  
8 Mar 
(Wed) 
8 pm 

Hour of Power 

Via Zoom 

9 Mar 
(Thur) 
9:30am - 
10:45am 

Comlink 

ñLine Dancingò 

 

11 Mar  
(Sat)  
2pm - 
4.30pm 

AWM Fellowship 1 ï Dancing 
Through the Seasons 
 

12 Mar  

(Sun)  

8am & 
10:30am 

Lent 3 
ñThe Test of Brokennessò 
Ex 17:1-7; 1 Cor 10:1-13;  
Jn 4:5-42 
Ps Edward Zaccheus 

http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/p/?LinkId=255141
mailto:admin@ascension.org.sg?subject=Enquriy
http://www.ascension.org.sg
https://www.instagram.com/coa.sg/
http://bit.ly/COAsgYouTube
https://www.facebook.com/churchoftheascension.sg/
https://t.me/Ascensionaires


 

 

VICARôS MESSAGE 5 MAR 2023 

 
Dear COA Family, 
 
As we intentionally focus on meditating on Godôs words in this season of Lent, what are 
we to make of some of the sayings in the Bible which are difficult and even bordering on 
unkindness? 
 
Here are two examples of such verses (which are not quoted out of context): 
1. The Apostle Paul: ñI wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselvesò          
Galatians 5:12. 

2. The Psalmist: ñO daughter of Babylon, doomed to be destroyed, blessed shall he be 
who repays you with what you have done to us! Blessed shall he be who takes your 
little ones and dashes them against the rockò Psalm 137:8-9. 

 
In the first instance, the apostle Paul was strongly wishing that those who taught 
circumcision as the way to righteousness with God should go ahead and castrate 
themselves, thus carrying the act to its fullest. 
 
In the second instance, the psalmist was strongly wishing for retribution on Israelôs 
enemies, to the point of wishing bodily harm on their innocent young. 
 
What are we to make of such statements? 
 
First, we need to recognise that strong feelings exist even in the Christian faith. We are all 
human beings and are not exempt from human emotions. The capacity to feel is granted 
to us by God and it should not be buried but be healthily acknowledged. 
 
Second, the desire for rightness and Godôs will to come to pass should be as strong in us 
as it was in the writersô hearts. Both Paul and the Psalmist were reacting to what they 
deemed as wrong teachings or unjust actions, which were not according to Godôs will. 
They were so strongly jealous for Godôs glory that they were unable to remain unmoved. 
 
Admittedly, what they expressed may not be acceptable in our modern societyôs 
preoccupation with non-offensive speech and behaviour. This emphasis is, in many ways, 
a virtue. This is because a healthy respect and appreciation for others lies at the heart of 
our careful choice of words. 
 
Yet, somehow, I pray that we would be able to more passionate for Godôs kingdom and 
glory in our lives, just like the apostle and the Psalmist. Their passion for God and his 
people is unmistakable. For if we donôt feel at all about something, if we are totally 
apathetic to what is taking place, then it means we really donôt care about that thing at all. 
It doesnôt matter to us whatever others do or whichever way they go. We are simply blas® 
and unaffected and go on living our lives as usual. 
 
Beloved, it would be such a tragedy for us if 
we view our Christian faith in this way. 
Christôs gospel is something so precious and 
worthy to be pursued with all of our time, 
energy and resources. It has the greatest 
benefits possible to the largest number of 
people. How can we stay apathetic about our 
Lord and his gospel? We should be willing to 
risk everything and devote our lives fully and 
passionately to his call. 
 
We can and should grow in feeling more for 
God! 
 
Revd Ian 
 
 
 
 



 

 

INTERNET BANKING (BANK TRANSFER) 
Account Name: Church of The Ascension 
Bank Name: OCBC 
Account Number: 511010332001 
Reference: Tithing number (if any), and any 
other description e.g. month of contribution 
etc. 

PAYNOW VIA UEN 
Step 1: Log in to your internet banking    

account 
Step 2: On the PayNow transfer screen, enter  

the UEN number T08CC4066A for the 
Church of the Ascension 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
We warmly welcome you to 
worship with us at our 
Sunday Services. 
 
The Church Office is open 
daily from Tuesday to 
Saturday (9am to 5.30pm), 
except for public holidays.  
Office Phone: 62833988 
Emergency contact: 
81002203 
 
NEW TO COA? 
Whether you have joined our service today, onsite or online, or found us on the 
web, we are glad you have! Do let us know if you would like more information or 
prayer, or to just give us some feedback. Please contact us at 
admin@ascension.org.sg 
 
If you are driving to church:  
¶ Register for your new car decal via this link https://bit.ly/3omt1Y9  (Please contact the     
church office if you cannot access the online form.) 
¶ We encourage everyone to register for the new decal to enter St Andrew's Village. The     
SAV guards have the authority to deny entry to vehicle without proper identification. 
¶ Parking in the school compound is allowed on Sundays only. 

Sunday Service Time Venue 
English Traditional 
Holy Communion 

8:00am 
 

Sanctuary 
(Level 2) 

English Contemporary 
Holy Communion 
1
st
 & 3

rd
 Sun 

10:30am Sanctuary 
(Level 2) 

Mandarin 
Holy Communion  
1
st
 & 3

rd
 Sun 

2:00pm Sanctuary 
(Level 2) 

ELECTRONIC OFFERTORY 

COA CHILDREN MINISTRY 

Sunday School classes start at 10.30 
am.  The children will be dismissed after 
10.30am English Service.                     
    
Enquiries: Shirley Kwek 

mailto:admin@ascension.org.sg?subject=Enquiry
https://bit.ly/3omt1Y9
mailto:shirley.kwek@ascension.org.sg?subject=Hi%20all,%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%


 

 

 COA  LITTLE GEMS CAMP (17-19 MAR 2023)                                                                                                                              

We are looking for volunteers to help with Little 
Gems Power Up Day Camp from 17th to 19th March 
2023. Interested in joining us?  Please scan the QR 
code to sign up. 
 
The Volunteers/helpers Briefing on 26 Feb 23 has been  
postponed to 12 Mar 23, 12pm at Little Gems room.    
 
 

LITTLE GEMS CAMP - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED                                                                                            

COA BREAKFAST CLUB 

By the grace of God, we can now serve breakfast in church.  

We are appealing for generous contributors and  

volunteers.  

Please email Clare at admin@ascension.org.sg or call the 
Church Office if you wish to serve in this area.  

Come serve with us! 

VACANCIES FOR COA STAFF POSITION 

We are looking for suitable candidates to fill the following positions: 
 
¶ Chinese Ministry pastoral staff.  Interested applicants, please click on the below URL  
https://ascension.org.sg/pastoral-worker-chinese-ministry/ 

¶ SAJS Chaplaincy worker.  Interested applicants, please click on the below URL   

     https://ascension.org.sg/chaplaincy-staff 

     If you are interested to apply for the above positions, please send your resume   

     to admin@ascension.org.sg 

EVENT CALENDAR 2023 

The COA 2023 Event calendar is available for download. Please use the below link  
for the event calendar: https://ascension.org.sg/coa-calendar 

HOUR OF POWER (ONLINE) 

Date: Wed 8 Mar 2023         

Time: 8 pm 

Join us as one Ascension family to pray and seek the 
Lord.  

The online Prayer Meeting will be conducted via Zoom:  

(Click here for the link.) 

Meeting ID: 822 3756 7980 

Passcode: matt1820 

mailto:admin@ascension.org.sg
https://ascension.org.sg/pastoral-worker-chinese-ministry/
https://ascension.org.sg/chaplaincy-staff
mailto::admin@ascension.org.sg
https://ascension.org.sg/coa-calendar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82237567980?pwd=YzIwYXIxa0t4NXZ5VFovQ0svc2NjQT09


 

 



 

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE 

The COA Marriage Preparation Course (MPC) starts on 15 Aug for 6 Tuesday evenings 
from 7.30pm to 9pm, led by the Vicar and his wife. This course is meant for those who are  
exploring or preparing for marriage.  Interested participants can sign up with the  
Church Office or click here to sign up.   

AWM FELLOWSHIP & UPCOMING EVENTS  

AWM Fellowship 1 ï Dancing Through the Seasons 
Date : 11 Mar 2023 
Venue: Multi-Purpose Hall 
Time: 2-00 to 4.30 pm 
Guest Speaker: Mrs Leow Kim Kin 
Register with Jenny Ho (97730110)  

 
Up & coming Easter Activities: 
Making of Palm Crosses  
Date : 1 April 2023  
Venue: LKC Hall 
Time: 9.00 to 12 noon 
 
Easter Sunday Brunch (Bring a plate) 
Date : 9 April 2023 

UPDATE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 LŦ your home or email address or contact number has been changed, please notify the 
church office to ensure you continue to receive COA correspondence. You can notify us in 
any of the following ways: 
1. Call the church office at 62833988 
2. Email to admin@ascension.org.sg 
3. Write to 13 Francis Thomas Drive, Singapore 359339 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Our heartiest congratulations to Clayton and Elizabeth Chua, on the arrival of their baby 
daughter, Abigail, on 1 Mar 2023.  Letôs continue to keep them in prayer.    

VICAR AWAY ON COURSE 

Revd Ian, will be away on a Diocesan Vicar's Training Course from 7-10 Mar. Please 

contact Clare if you have any urgent matters.² 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMYew6nEbHD8HF3AVJe1f-8qfBvYwso4YkFA-G60asK5POwQ/viewform
mailto:admin@ascension.org.sg


 

 

St Andrew's Junior School is organising our annual Saints Learning Festival (Education and 
Career Guidance Programme) for the students on 6 April 2023, Thursday.  
Through this Festival, we hope to help our students understand a 
diversity of occupations and widen their perspectives on the opportunities open to them.  
Volunteers are invited to share about their professions and personal stories over 3 
one-hour sessions (8.30 AM, 11 AM, 12 PM). Volunteers are encouraged to commit to all 3 
sessions,  but we are flexible to accommodate busy schedules. Through these sessions,  
we hope to show our students that every profession can be a blessing to the nation and  
beyond. 
 
For enquiries, please contact Ps Barnabas (9090 6067) or Kimberly Tan (9092 8789). 

 

SAJS SAINTS LEARNING FESTIVAL ON 6 APR 2023 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)  

1.  The AGM will be held on 23 April 2023, at 11.30am. More details will be announced in 
the coming weeks.  

2. The Electoral Roll (ER) is updated and revised for AGM on 23 April 2023. You have to 
be baptised, confirmed, over the age of 17 and actively support the church. Please 
email Clare if you have any enquiry about the electoral roll or wish to apply for ER by 

     2 April 2023.  Updated ER as of 5 Mar will be posted in Church this Sunday.     

3.  Members on the ER are encouraged to opt for a soft copy (pdf) instead of a printed  
copy of the AGM report. If you require a hard copy, please email: 
admin@ascension.org.sg with your full name to make a request.  

COA  - TELEGRAM 
We are on Telegram! 
Subscribe to Church of The Ascension to receive updates on our latest announcements, 
events, programmes and more.  Click on the link https://t.me/Ascensionaires or scan the  
QR code to subscribe 

Follow us and stay in touch! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Download Telegram: 
Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=org.telegram.messenger&hl=en_SG&gl=US 
Apple/IOS: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/telegram-messenger/id686449807 

mailto:admin@ascension.org.sg
https://t.me/Ascensionaires
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.telegram.messenger&hl=en_SG&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.telegram.messenger&hl=en_SG&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/telegram-messenger/id686449807


 

 

KARDIA - YOUTH ALPHA SERIES (5 FEB - 26 MAR 2023)  

* If there are any queries, please contact Angelina at 81390411.   


